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Dairy production
	 Aspirations
By 2013 the Dutch organic dairy sector 
aims to be at the forefront of sustainable 
agricultural production, while at the same 
time providing a consistent economic 
benefit to all links in the production chain.
The organic dairy sector focuses on:
• The discerning qualities of its products;
• A sustainable production system;
• The relationship with dairy consumers;
• Closing production cycles;
• Breeding robust and resilient animals;
•   Animals with natural behaviour and 
housing;





The dairy sector is the largest organic sector in the Netherlands. Cows, goats and 
sheep are kept to produce milk and a variety of cheeses. Although a significant share 
of total organic dairy production is exported, domestic consumers are continuing 
to buy more and more Dutch organic dairy. To facilitate organic dairy farmers, 
Wageningen UR and Louis Bolk Institute carry out a variety of research aimed 







































































Contact: Ingrid van Dixhoorn DVM, Ingrid.vanDixhoorn@wur.nl
•		 Suitable cow type for organic dairy farms	This	project	aims	to	describe	the	cow	characteristics	suitable	for	organic	dairy	farms.	
The	analysis	will	include	appraisal	of	the	economic	value	of	these	characteristics.	
Contact: Wytze Nauta MSc, W.Nauta@louisbolk.nl
•		 Vision, trends and strategies for organic dairy farming 2020	Organic	dairy	farmers	need	a	new	perspective	for	2020	in	order	to	
develop	their	own	strategy.	Organic	dairy	farmers	participate	in	this	project,	to	discuss	perspectives,	societal	trends	and	strategies.	
Contact: Dr Maarten Vrolijk, Maarten.Vrolijk@wur.nl
•	  Improving welfare performance in organic husbandry systems	This	project	aims	to	improve	the	welfare	performance	in	organic	
husbandry	systems	(dairy	cattle,	goats,	sheep,	pigs	and	poultry)	by	stimulating	measures	in	on-farm	situations.	Improvement	
measures	often	demand	an	integrated	approach.	
Contact: Ingrid van Dixhoorn DVM, Ingrid.vanDixhoorn@wur.nl
•		 Limited use of antibiotics in organic dairy cows	This	project	aims	to	create	awareness	about	antibiotic	treatments.	The	use	of	
antibiotics	should	be	limited	to	diseased	cows.	Alternative	measures,	including	prevention,	are	to	be	promoted.	
Contact: Gidi Smolders, Gidi.Smolders@wur.nl
•		 The effect of compost on udder health	Compost	can	provide	a	soft	and	stable	floor	for	cattle	to	lay	on.	What	is	the	risk	of
bacteriological	contamination	of	the	udder	when	using	compost	in	stables?	
Contact: Gidi Smolders, Gidi.Smolders@wur.nl
•		 Unlimited pasture access for dairy cows	Which	factors	determine	the	length	of	pasture	use	and	how	can	the	organic	dairy	sector	
keep	a	significant	advantage	in	this	respect?	
Contact: Gidi Smolders, Gidi.Smolders@wur.nl
•		 Continuous milking of dairy cows	Continuous	milking	can	spread	milk	production	and	labour	demand	more	evenly	over	the	year.	
In	the	last	few	years,	experience	has	been	acquired	in	the	goat	sector.	This	project	looks	at	the	possibilities	for	continuous	milking	
of	dairy	cows.	






































Bioconnect aims to further develop and 
strengthen the Dutch organic sector by 
initiating and implementing research 
projects. Within Bioconnect organic 
entrepreneurs (from farmers to shop-
keepers) work together with research 
institutes, colleges and universities and 
consultancy organisations. This leads to 
demand-driven research that is unique 
to the Netherlands.
The Ministry for Agriculture, Nature 
Conservation and Food Quality sponsors 
these research projects.
Wageningen University and Research 
Centre and the Louis Bolk Institute 
together carry out these research projects. 
About 140 projects dedicated to organic 
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